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REVIEWS   Sapphic Screen

Spies, Lies and Latex
These genre-spanning flicks are sure to satisfy. By Rachel Shatto

It’s all about bad girls kicking butt this month. From 
an explosive action flick to a passionate kink-fest, for 
the ladies who let their cinematic freak flag fly—and 
both with the queer twist we crave. 

Salt (Sony Pictures): Everyone’s favorite A-List 
bisexual helms this Cold War-throwback actioner. 
Angelina Jolie plays CIA agent Evelyn Salt, who is 
forced to go on the run when a defector implicates 
her as a Russian sleeper agent. There’s hardly any-
thing sexier than Jolie in the role of a badass action 
star (well, aside from Jolie ravishing a female co-star) 
and in Salt we get to see her in her element—building 
bombs out of office supplies and outfoxing the Secret 
Service. Jolie deftly handles the material, which is 
strongly reminiscent of ’80s action films, and proves 
once again that she thrives in roles 
typically considered for male actors. 
In this case, Salt was originally con-
ceived as a vehicle for Tom Cruise, 
but was reimagined when he dropped 
out and Jolie stepped in. With this 
role Jolie continues to carve out and 
define the image of the female action 
hero, infusing Salt with equal parts 
bravado and vulnerability—and we’re 

loving it. Packed with plot twists, nail-biting suspense, 
and thrilling action sequences, Salt is a treat for fans 
of the butchest genre. (sonypictures.com)

My Normal (Wolfe): Natalie, a sexy young lesbian 
(played by the fiery-haired stunner Nicole LaLiberte), 
is struggling to balance her screenwriting aspirations, 
a new relationship, and her career as an in-demand 
dominatrix. This ribald dramedy boasts plenty of 
lezzie lust, cheeky humor and more latex than you 
can shake a leather riding crop at. The film, while 
light on actual plot, is carried by LaLiberte, whose 
charisma leaps off the screen—perfectly embodying 
the cocky, confident Natalie, who, despite her uncon-
ventional career path, never feels ashamed of the life 
she has chosen. While the film is far from explicit, 

there is an ever-present aura of 
fetish imbuing every frame—in 
no small part due to the pres-
ence of the real-life dominatrix 
who was on set to keep the 
kink factor legit. Ultimately, My 
Normal is a naughtily charming 
tale about being true to yourself, 
no matter what your normal is. 
(wolfereleasing.com) n

Jolie lets loose in Salt

DVD Picks     

Elena Undone 
(Wolfe Video)

Machete 
(20th Century Fox)

Elena (Necar Zadegan), 
the unhappy wife of a 
conservative pastor, forms 
a friendship with out 
lesbian author Peyton (Traci 
Dinwiddie). Soon the two 
find themselves powerfully 
and passionately drawn 
together in this politically 
charged love story. Strongly 
sentimental, Elena is heavy 
on the melodrama—and 
steamy love scenes. Plus, it 
features the longest kiss on 
film. (wolfevideo.com)

Betrayed, double-crossed 
and left for dead, ex-Federale 
Machete finds himself 
caught up in political 
intrigue while on his quest 
for revenge. Gruesome, 
unexpectedly clever and 
with a cast featuring a 
lethal Michelle Rodriguez (in 
leather), Jessica Alba kicking 
ass and a rarely clothed 
Lindsay Lohan, it’s a queer 
girl’s ’70s exploitation-
styled delight. 
(foxconnect.com)
[Rachel Shatto]My Normal


